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Congratulations to the 
Ferndale community 

on our new library.

Congratulations on the new library.

We’re proud to have been a part.

Cabinets & Woodwork
Residential and Commercial

360. 354.1043
www.ks-woodworks.com

Thank you for choosing us to be 
part of this project. Congratulations!

Congratulations to the City of 
Ferndale for the completion of the 

new Ferndale Public Library!  

Land Development Engineering and 
Surveying, Inc. is proud to have partnered 

with the City, Faber Bros. Construction, 
Mtn. View Exc avating, SHKS Architects, 

Sam Boulos, Mike Kohl and many others.  
LDES provided surveying, civil engineering, 

inspection services and construction 
administration.  

www.ldesinc.com

LAND DEVELOPMENT 
ENGINEERING AND 
SURVEYING, INC.

Congratulations on your 
new library, Ferndale!

360-647-9870 | John@Scottelectricinc.net
2222 Paci�c St | Bellingham, WA 98229

 

Thank You Ferndale Library, for including us. 
Congratulations on your beautiful new library!

REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS & DOORS

• RESIDENTIAL 
  • COMMERCIAL 

HOME • AUTO • BUSINESS

360-398-7717
5980 GUIDE MERIDIAN • BELLINGHAM

FREE ESTIMATES

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
www.todhunterbrothersglass.com

Congratulations 
on your new 

library, Ferndale!  
Thank you for choosing 

us for your windows 
and railings 
installation!

• WINDOWS
• SKYLIGHTS 
• MIRRORS
• SHOWER DOORS
• DOORS
• WOOD
• VINYL
• STORE FRONTS
• DECK RAILINGS
• PATIO DECKS

COME CELEBRATE THE NEW FERNDALE LIBRARY

NOVEMBER 15,  10 AM
2125 Main Street, Ferndale, WA

Grand Opening & Ribbon Cut ting

The New Ferndale Library
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From architect to 
amenities, community 
effort paid off
By Mark Reimers
news@ferndalerecord.com

 FERNDALE — The Ferndale Library is 
done. It stands near City Hall on Main Street. 
Patrons and staff alike now have the luxury of 
critiquing a finished product, instead of a pro-
posal. 
  But for a long time, all Ferndale had was 
proposals. It all started with a few community 
meetings back in 2006.
  As Nina Cox remembers, it was then that 
the ideas for a new library started flowing. 
The ideas might not have meant much back 
then though, had not an anonymous donor 
changed the script by offering millions of dol-
lars to get fundraising started.
  Cox, who formerly served on the What-
com County Library System board, said the 
importance of the community drive to get a 
new library can’t be overstated. 
  “Normally what happens when you build 
a library is that 70 to 80 percent is funded by 
the city and the rest private,” Cox said. “This 
was reversed. It was a community effort. This 
building is the result of a widespread commu-
nity effort by a lot of people.” 
  Although the lion’s share of the formal 
fundraising was conducted through the What-
com Community Foundation, Cox stressed 
that the most tireless work was done by those 
involved in the Friends of the Ferndale Library 
group. That group raised upwards of $100,000, 
she said — an astounding figure when you re-
alize they were selling donated books for pen-
nies.
  Cox doesn’t discount the contributions 
also from the City of Ferndale staff, who ap-
plied for key grants to close the funding gap as 
the effort went on. 
  When the fundraising first started, the li-
brary was still on Main Street, where the new 
police station is now housed. Then the library 
spent several years within the remodeled Pio-
neer Pavilion, located by Pioneer Park. 
  That was officially a temporary arrange-
ment, even though there were some who sup-
ported the idea of keeping the library there 
and just making the building work better.
  But those most passionate about an en-
tirely new library won the day and the city was 
officially committed to calling that a tempo-
rary situation.
  Mayor Gary Jensen said it was important 
to keep the end goal in mind. The city was 
without a police station, renting a tiny build-
ing on Third Avenue. The cost of building a 
new police station was estimated at $8 million. 
Remodeling and repurposing the old library as 
a police station saved the city $3 million.
  The real challenge from the city’s point 
of view, Jensen said, was keeping a vision for 
three city buildings in mind all at once: Pio-
neer Pavilion, a police station and a new li-

brary. He compared it to trying to remodel a 
whole house with a unified goal for multiple 
parts.
  Reusing the old library building saved the 
city money. Moving the library out of the tem-
porary pavilion into a new facility now frees 
up that building as a community center with a 
bright future that has yet to be written.
  Jensen noted that the new library location 
on Main Street is one of the first ones consid-
ered. It was also the location chosen by the all-
important anonymous donor. 
  “We tried to move the location several 
different times,” Jensen said. “We looked at a 
new building at Pioneer Park or remodeling 
Pioneer Pavilion or having another location 
in downtown. We constantly ran this by them 
and they stuck by the idea: It must be a loca-
tion on Main Street with high elevation.”
  The spot in question served that purpose 
and over time, Jensen said, he grew to respect 
the judgment of the donor more and more.
  “I have to give credit (to the donor) for 
sticking with this mandate,” Jensen said. “I re-
member walking the site and thinking, wow. 
This donor is smarter than I thought.”
  The location, squeezed between Main 
Street and a protected marshland, benefits 
from a stupendous view of the mountains that 
won’t ever change as downtown Ferndale ex-
tends west.
  Jensen said that from a property value 
standpoint, you couldn’t have a better spot. 
Since the space is relatively narrow, that ended 
up influencing the shape of the building.
  The principle behind the donor’s location 
was that it could be a significant economic 
driver for downtown Ferndale.
  That view was confirmed by David Strauss, 
of Seattle-based SHKS Architects.
  The building, Strauss said, had to fit into 
Ferndale’s existing character while also look-
ing forward to Main Street’s future.
  While parking areas are accessed through 
doors on the plaza side, a “front” door also 
comes right up to the sidewalk. 
  Jensen noted that the placement is part of 
the code for building in the downtown zone. 
However, it may take some time for people to 
get used to viewing downtown as extending 
that far west.
  The functionality of the building was also 
partially established early on, as library staff 
were able to contribute their ideas.
   Ferndale Library Branch Manager Sarah 
Koehler said she couldn’t be more happy with 
the function. She noted, for example, that the 
design allows the staff to have visual control 
of the library from the circulation desk. One 
of her own personal ideas that was happily in-
cluded is to have power outlets everywhere to 
accommodate personal devices. Even tables 
on the marsh side of the building have power 
outlets that pop up.
  Strauss said his team tried to provide a 
building that both the surrounding county 
and the city could identify with and make 
their own. That meant big volume, lots of 
light, warm and inviting  styles that somehow 
complemented Schell Marsh and the view to 

Many contributed 
to library vision

Mount Baker.
  Jensen said he is willing to admit that he 
had doubts when he first saw the exterior. 
However, it’s hard to argue with what it pro-
vides.
  “Its still maximizes the space in an impor-
tant location,” Jensen said. “It’s a lot of build-
ing for the price — very functional. The vision 
of a lot of people came together, but there were 
lots of times people thought it was a crazy lo-

cation.”
  The library has already been able to im-
prove services to the Ferndale community as 
well as usage. Koehler said the response since 
the library opened has been overwhelmingly 
positive.
  “Most people walk in the door and say 
‘This is fantastic,’” Koehler said. “It didn’t take 
us long to settle in and most people seemed to 
know right away how to use the building. It’s 

easy to navigate.”
  Koehler has observed that mothers have 
shown a keen interest in the whimsical kids 
play area and have already adopted it as a great 
place to visit while children play and read.
  What’s more, the children’s story hours 
have grown from three times per week to five 
times per week. While it may be a small sam-
ple yet, turnout on Saturday, which has been a 
problem in the past, has been strong since the 

new building opened.
  Cox said it important now that the build-
ing is done for everyone in Ferndale to take 
ownership and pride of the library.
  “Many people deserve a lot of praise,” 
Cox said. “It was the community that made it 
happen. Ferndale people need to be proud of 
themselves. It’s a nice building that will serve 
them for many years.”

  The new 15,000-square-foot facility on 
Main Street near City Hall has already won 
rave reviews since a “soft opening” on Oct. 
29. “One patron told me this is the nicest 
building in Ferndale,” said library manager 
Sarah Koehler. “I just overheard someone 
say, ‘Holy smokes, this place is fantastic!’”
  Modern library amenities are evident, 
such as WiFi, plenty of in-table power plugs, 
and high-speed touchscreen internet com-
puters with MS Office software. The library 
offers self-service checkout stations, meet-
ing and conference rooms, study rooms, 
and kids’ and teen areas.
  The Ferndale Public Library is open 63 

hours per week and is the only WCLS loca-
tion open on Sundays. Hours are Monday 
through Thursday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday 
to 6 p.m., Saturday to 5 p.m. and Sunday 
from 1 to 5 p.m.
  Also in WCLS news:
    •  President  Kathy  Waters  of  Friends 
of the Everson Library won the 2014 Out-
standing Service Award, presented annu-
ally to a Friends member or Friends group 
in WCLS.
  Her winning was related to the creation 
of the Nooksack Valley Heritage Center of 
local history within the Everson library.
    •  Julie  Mauermann,  early  childhood 
coordinator for the Ferndale School Dis-
trict, has won the Golden Apple Award hon-
oring educators who have gone above and 
beyond to strengthen young people’s con-
nections with books, reading and libraries 
locally.

Opening
Continued from A1

The new Ferndale Library is already winning over patrons and staff with its spacious 
interior, rustic appeal, clean lines, an enticing children’s area and functional feature 
shelf lighting and power outlets at work stations. The library uses up the entire 
buildable area between Main Street and Schell Marsh just to the south, maximizing 
space as well as views of the marsh and Mount Baker to the east. (Mark Reimers and Brent 

Lindquist/Ferndale Record)


